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Aome Sweet JSome: Liverside FIavk,  N'epean by steve Cumbaa @art two)

All things change, and 50 years ago our quiet
neighborhood went through considerable upheaval,
largely due to a need for post-war housing and a
surge of government interest at all levels in planning
the national capital. A big influx of people came just
after the Second World War when several individual
builders bought lots and built for a ready market.
The big builders got in the act as well; in 1948,
Canada Life Assurance Co. developed a large number
of houses on Daniel and Patricia, completing them for
occupancy in 1949. The housing boom was so intense
that Bell couldn’t complete installation of telephones
until 1951!

In 1947, the federal government followed the
recommendations of its new National Capital
Planning Committee (an NCC precursor) and began
expropriation of large tracts of land along the Ottawa
River, including our own “cottage country” north of
Pontiac, for park and parkway development. This

stroke of a pen, we were no longer residents of
Nepean, and the “modern era” began for our Ottawa
neighborhood.

Sometime during the last few decades, “Champlain
Park” seems to have quietly replaced “Riverside Park”
as the name for our neighborhood. When did it
happen? Was it ever official? I suspect it may have
happened gradually, by association, as a result of the
construction of the Champlain Bridge in the mid-late
1920s, and the naming of the long-existing but never
named park around our community centre as
“Champlain Park” by the city. Somewhere there will
be memories or an official record to clear up this little
mystery.

So many enticing tidbits and so many gaps. How to
fill them in? A trip to the public library (especially the
Ottawa Room of the main library on Metcalfe and
Laurier) is a good start. Bruce %lllott’s The City
Beyond (1991), a history of Nepean; Harry and Olive

was put into place even before the
Greber report was a final draft. In
1948, the federal Department

of Public Works acquired Tunney’s
Pasture, to the east of our
neighborhood, to begin a massive

consolidation of buildings for its
client departments. These two
major expropriations wiped out a
number of homes; the only traces

Walker’s Carleton Saga (1968), a
history of Carleton County; and the
now reprinted Illustrated Historical
Atlas of the County of Carleton
(1879) together give a good view of
the people and events which shaped
this part of the world during the
last two centuries.

Even better, many of our older
residents are wonderful sources of

to be seen are on old maps, a few
crumbling foundations peeking out |

‘& local history. They’ve been part of
it since our neighborhood was a

from under the buckthorn, and the
occasional patch of daylilies or
lilacs dotting the woods along the

scattering of houses sprinkled
_| through woods and fields north of
| the railroad tracks and a few

Western Parkway. The Greber
report also suggested replacing the

;rb

cottages along the river. When I
PA Rﬁk asked about the history of this area,
our neighbor Jack Holliday chuckled.

old Canada Central Railway Line
along Scott Street (by then a CPR line) with a
limited-access highway, an idea since modified as the
Transitway. The old railroad, which had served to
draw development westward from Ottawa since it
was opened 1n 1870, had outlived its usefulness.

Another victim of the times was the Police Village
of Ottawa West, annexed (along with Westboro and
other communities) by Ottawa on January 1, 1950.
The City of Ottawa, citing recommendations in the
various planning reports, had made a unilateral
application to the Ontario Municipal Board in 1948
for annexation of 13,000 acres of Nepean Township,
an amount later reduced to 7400 acres. With the

Jack, it seems, is a “new kid on the
block”. He’s lived here only since his house was built in
1946. He deferred to our other next-door neighbor May
Parker, who told me she’s lived in the neighborhood since
1919. What great stories she shared with me - recollections
and insights that could never be found in books or archives!

That’s what I like about living here in Riverside/
Champlain Park; it’s quietly beautiful, has a great location
and an interesting history, and above all, has
neighbors. Take advantage of the spring weatir:r to walk
about and talk with some of our long-time residents. You’ll
have the benefit of a pleasant conversation and a new
appreciation for our neighborhood, whatever name you
want to call it.

Articles for June’s issue of Champlain Speaker should be in by May 25, 1997.



Champlain Speaker Newsletter Staff

Newsletter Editor: Sue Robertson 724-5871
Layout/Calendar: Barb Robertson 729-5439
Distribution: Neil Robertson 729-5439
Carriers: Shelley Cornelius, Kay Young, Sandy Milne

&ﬁli{x Cutfield, Patrick Mates, Jim Croft, Laura Robin, Becky Rynor, Jean
evi

Linda Steele, Beth Buist, Nancy Leigh-Smith, Karen Maser, Marlene Kells,
Jackie Crawford.

Champlain Community Association Executive % :

Letter to the Editor:

I, Wendy Huculak, Heather Pearl, Monique Kerr, Carole Anne land,

President: Tim Frank 729-0882
Vice-president: Amy Kempster 722-6039
Secretary: Laura Muldoon
Treasurer: Kay Young 722-7955
Special Events: Laurie Fagan 728-1945
Membership: Jim Cocks 728-7881
Neighbourhood Watch: Michael Cheng 722-3344
Suel Word Find
GA-T-[-N-F A LUPARKHI VE RS
RO-CAPB I F-A LE-AHUAZE DI R
E-Q NI P D Pl OMAI=S UE E"Y
ESeN"EA-H T HPEPE AT ONECIL AV
NE P ARL I A MENT |IBL-B:BC
BNV-O Y K-NREALLS NI SNYD
ElLE T DK OSSR U0 F-H-Y O R T |
EHed -l A F2O0 R R I|I. EJ-E 1 A E O G
T-C T €. L0 € KaG N-N-N.T S S WWN
SSREE-DVE A U A NE OA S T E O°N |
ECA-CA-NALIEMONUMENT-S T
LM =N - A-A-A MG A FE P KA F T A
SU Al bk BFA-L-C.R R - C AR
SoS N-F F I=YEoO =T A- WA A F-A0 |
AES L RWGNT T AKS Mt EBE
B.U A A:AH TR UOGCE-ME RPU.S
MMPRIEMEMI NS T EROI-C
ESDESNOMMOCEOE S'UOH

Champlain Speaker

Thank you for publishing some interesting
articles in recent issues of the Champlain
Speaker. One of them, “The Great Halifax
Explosion” (November 1996), was, I assume,
experienced and written by a resident of
Champlain Park. A “by-line” was conspicuously
absent. I do feel, however, that some readers
wondered aloud who the author could be. There
must be a good reason for omitting authorship,
which I trust you will explain. In some cases,
anonymity may be essential. But I have reason
to believe that you may now be able to reveal the
name of the member of our community whose
first-hand experiences in an important historical
event are covered in the article.

Albert Tunis

“The Great Halifax
Explosion” (Nov. 1996) was
presented to the Champlain
Speaker for publication on
the condition that the author
remain anonymous.
However, the positive -
response to the article has
convinced the author, Mrs. E.
Dakin, a Champlain Park
resident, to allow us to
publish her name. We
encourage all residents to
submit articles to the
Speaker. If they request
anonymity, for whatever
reason, we accommodate
their requests. There are
many interesting residents
in this neighbourhood. Some
prefer to enjoy their privacy
and we try to respect their
wishes as best as we can.

Editor’s reply:

Governor General, Centennial Flame, Parliament Hill,

Gatineau Park, Parliament, House of Commons, Prime

Minister, Greenbelt, Supreme Court, Monuments,
Dignitaries, Politicians, Peace Tower, Mooney’s Bay,
Rideau Hall, Byward, Parkdale, Markets, Bytown,
Canal, Capital, Ottawa, Embassies, Senate, Nation,
Rivers, Rideau, Cenotaph, Museums, Skating, Boats,
Archives, Mint, Lakes, Ci%I Gala, Park, Diplomats,
Falls, Earth, Tours, Lock, VIP.

Answer to last month’s puzzle was:
The Boyds (and Gulls) in The Hood

After noting the blank
looks on my parents’ faces
after they had figured out
last month’s word find, a
brief explanation is in order.
The answer is a pun, (and a bad one at that) on a
movie that was released a few years back - The
Boys (z) in the Hood. If the answer is read with
a brooklyn accent the result is The Boyds &
C:‘rgulls in the Hood.
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Triple Thanks to Our Supportive Community!

By Joyce Mortimer

What can I say? Not only do I have triple the bouncing kids (even off the couch!), but I get
triple the community support as well! When I first placed my “triplets” story in the Champlain
Speaker (1 million burps, etc., or it seemed like that anyway), I asked if anyone would like to
volunteer with the babies. The first call I got was from mature 11 iyear old (going on 16) Jessica
Cole, who is now a favorite care-giver of the babes. The second call was from young-at-heart
Marge Boggs, who is now surrogate Grandma to her Puddin’head (Ben), Sunshine (Steph) and
Scallywag (Karyn). Many thanks, Marge, for all those midnights when you walked home in -30
degree weather!

The third call (ever noticed how things come in threes?) was from Josie Smith, who is
surrogate Grandma #2. Josie helps me with my daily exercises - such as “one more kick at the
can” with the babies to encourage them to finish their bottles (as Stephanie razzes and laughs
at us, Karyn spits up and fiils her diaper at the same time, and Ben spits up half his bottle
through his nose....) Thanks Josie, for those icy nights when you rushed over in your slippers
to help!

From these meager beginnings has blossomed a whole neighbourhood of support! I have been
dubbed the Pied Piper of Champlain Park - when I go out for a walk with the Triplet Stroller, I
end up with all these kids in tow. PARENTS, do yeu know where your children are right now?
Oh...and John, have you ANY IDEA where your Mom Marge is???

It was simple as one-two-three. Four, actually. Five, really. Tag-team playtime. Jessica Cole
first came by herself, and then 9 year old sister Kirsten started coming with her. Then Kirsten
brought best friend 9 year old Jessie Robin on a different day. THEN, Jessie introduced 12
year old sister Emily, who started coming on even a different day with Jessica Cole. And the
babies’ 10 year old cousin Rachel Bankier fills in the other days. Pied Piper indeed! The babes
get special playtime almost every day after school. And believe me, when those girls walk in
the door, it’s “See you later, Mom, it’s party time!” Girls, thanks for your wonderful help.

Now, you realize that none of these people would have gotten to the door without the relentless
help of next door neighbour Ken Davis and his trusty snowblower (aha! you thought I was going
to say trusty dog Sam, didn’t you? Well, he is, but we appreciated the snowblower more, because
it cleared the snow off the driveway). Thanks Ken, for all your help. And I can count more
than a few times when Craig Wells cleared an extra spot for Grandma Mortimer to park, and
once even chopped away the ice on our skating rink front porch! To all of you who brought us
baby clothes, a meal, or words of support, (too many people to mention!), I thank you. To
my volunteers, a triple thanks from the Pied Piper and her clan.

- The Stroller Brigade

The King Triplets
7 months old

Rachel Emily  Jessica Clara
Bankier Robin Cole Bankier

Stephanie

Karyn

Ben




AMY'S CGRNER

Amy Kempster 722-6039

Federal Election: An all-candidates meeting is
scheduled for the Western Part of Ottawa Centre at
the:

Fisher Park School Auditorium,

250 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, May 13, 7:00 P.M.
hosted by Regional Councillor Linda Davis. Please
come out and ask questions, particularly about the
third lane on the Champlain Bridge, which our local
MP did not support the community in opposing,
unlike his colleague, the Liberal MP in the riding
west of us. All candidates should be questioned on
the role they think the NCC should play in the
Capital and whether it should develop mechanisms,
such as public meetings, in cases of issues of mainly
local interest, where all commissioners are present
to hear the public, and discuss the issue before the
public.

Community before Cars: The court case is now
over and we are awaiting the decision which we
hope will be given before July. Meantime we are
very much in debt to our lawyers and we need to
raise the funds to pay them. Other communities are
holding fund-raising events and Champlain Park
should also try to do so. Call me if you have any
ideas. Perhaps a community barbecue? Events
planned by other communities for May and June:
Walking tour of historic Hintonburg May 25 (Call
me for tickets); Island Park Drive garage sale May
31: Civic Hospital is arranging a garden tour and a
community table will be included in the Westboro
Days on June 14.

Regional Official Plan: The Draft Regional
Official Plan will be coming to the Transportation
Committee on May 16, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. with
regard to the Draft Master Transportation Plan, and
to the Planning and Environment Committee on the
Draft Official Plan and the Draft Water and
Wastewater Master Plans on May 20 (9:00 A.M.-2:30
P.M. and 7:00-10:00 P.M, May 21 (9:00 A.M.-1:00
P.M. and 7:99-10:00 P.M..), and May 22 (9:00 A,M,-
1:00 P.M. and 7:00-10:00 P.M.(if needed). Times set
aside for specific issues are: Transportation Policies-
May 21, 9:00 A.M.: Regional Open Space-May 21,
7:00 P.M. The draft master plans outline the major
capital expenditures for the next twenty years, and
act as Phases 1 and 2 of the Environmental
Assessment. The main problems with the Draft
Official Plan are the lack of monitoring, of
designation of green space in the urban areas, too
much emphasis on road building and widening, and
the lack of priority for the pilot rail project. If you
wish to speak you should call 560-2058. If you wish
me to speak as a representative of Champlain Park
on the Open Space issue, please let me know.
Detailed comments have been prepared by the
Federation of Citizens’ Associations of which a copy
can be provided if you wish.

One-Tier?: It seems unlikely that there will be any
change before the fall election but it also seems

likely that the Minister will accept the idea of a
proposed Citizens’ Panel. Note however that the
amalgamation of school boards has passed.

New Zoning By-Law: The Planning and Economic
Development Committee passed the change from the
proposed 2020Z zoning of R2C to a width which will
restrict doubles to 18 or more metre lots. The full
Council will not consider this until June when they
will consider all changes to 2020Z.

Regional Traffic Concerns

At Dovercourt Recreation Centre
Island Park Drive - May 12,
Time 7:30 p.m.

At Hintonbur%h Community Centre
Parkdale Ave - May 26,
Time 7:30 p.m.

Holland Ave - June 2,
Time 7:30 p.m.

Neighbour Watch News by Michael Cheng

Security Alarm Systems: The police have
reported that 93% of alarm calls were false. This
has considerably increased the police workload in a
non-productive way.

The police have proposed a $26 annual
registration fee for a home security system and
anyone exceeding three false alarms per year
would have to pay from $75 to $300 per false
alarm. This proposal, if passed by the City, may
take effect later this year.

If you are installing an alarm system, do consider
this problem and make sure the system is of good
quality.

REWARD to buy back an old snow scoop left in the
skating rink of our Community Park. It has been
modified to be towed backwards to flatten snow
and will not work as a normal snow scoop! Please
contact Michael Cheng at 722-3344 if you know the
where-abouts of this modified scoop.

NATURE CURNER

This plant buds at the start of spring.
It is a true harbinger of spring.
People like to use it as a decoration.

Last month’s answer: Hawk-Owl
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THE PRICE OF JUSTICE

In April, the Federal Court of Canada heard the CBCC's legal challenge to the
NCC's decision to widen the Champlain Bridge.

This legal challenge is about good government: open and rational decision making,
prudent spending of taxpayers' money, and the ethical conduct of public business.
It is not just a case of "not in my back yard" (NIMBY).

The Federal Court does not normally award costs. So win, lose or draw, the CBCC
has to raise over $100,000.

Our lawyers did a great job; they earned every penny. (See the press clippings on
the back of this flyer.) We need your help to pay them as quickly as possible.

=il B4 SR s deotorpiiis sipiapl 1] R

\/ YES. I want to help pay the cost of defending my neighbourhood from the NCC.
O NOW Enclosed is my cheque to the "CBCC Legal Defence Fund"* D]

O LATER [ can't afford to give right now, but I may be able to later. T

Name:
Address:

Telephone: h) 0)

bXX CBCC Legal Defence Fund, 264 Churchill Ave., Ottawa ON K1Z 5B6

T (613) 728-0427 for information, or to have your cheque or "maybe" picked-up

* The CBCC is a legally incorporated non-profit organization, but not a registered charity.
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ANNTGUNLCEMENTS

Tom Arnason 729-6639 Yard Chores

Rachelle 722-6303 Babysitting
Jessica 728-8413 Babysitting
Sarah 722-2687 Babysitting
Paul Ratsch  728-2583 Yard Chores
Rory Taylor  798-0036 Yard Chores

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General meeting of the Champlain
Park Community Association will take place
Thursday, May 22 at 7:00 p.m. at the field house.

We need a good turnout to ensure that we
obtain that elusive quorum!

A new executive will be elected.

Please try to attend.

The Champlain Park Garden Club Meeting

Tuesday, May 13, 1997. The Chief “Bug Guy” at
Agriculture Canada, Dr. Henri Goulet, will sort out
the good from the bad and the myth from the truth
After all, some bugs have got to be good.

A Special Thank You goes out to the canvassers and
the donors of the Champlain Park area for making
this years Cancer Drive a resounding success.

Children’s Step Dancing started April 3 and will
run 12 wks every Thursday 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the
Fieldhouse. Call 728-7881 for information.

Becky Rynor and Don Monet would like to
announce the birth of Augusta on March 11, 1997,
a sister for Emma.

Spring Cleaning the Capital,
May 5 to 11

Champlain Park Garden Club Extra
Saturday, May 31, 1897
Start the season off with a new plant or some seeds at
the Spring Plant and Seed Exchange. The action
starts at 10:00 a.m. and lasts until 12 noon at the
Champlain Park Fieldhouse. If it rains the event will
take place inside.

I would like to thank all the residents of Champlain
Park who sponsored the Elmdale students of the
neighbourhood who participated in Jump Rope for
Heart. Emdale School raised $14,756.56. That
amount was a new record in the O.B.E. for the most
money raised by a school.

Kim Robertson

The Naked I:
ANATOMY OF A STING by Anonymous

I strode along the parking lot at Loeb’s on this sunny afternoon
with a spring swing in my step. The afternoon was approaching
its end; the sunlight slanted over my shoulder throwing my
shadow ahead of me, adding at least two feet to my stocky
figure. Coming purposefully toward me was another man, about
the same age as me, neatly if not extravagantly dressed.

To my surprise, the man headed me off, extended his hand and
greeted me with a smile. “Hello my friend,” he said, “how have
you been? Do you still go to Tony’s to have your hair cut? Ibeen
away from Ottawa for few months.” Further conversation
disclosed that he had worked for “Tony the barber on Wellington
Street” and that he had, he said, actually cut my hair.

I looked searchingly at the stranger and muttered that he had
obviously mistaken me for somebody else. But he shook his
head and beckoned behind him to Richmond Road. “No, I no
make mistake. You used to come in for haircut many years. I no
longer working at Tony’s but I remember you. Since January I
have been to galgary ut I now back here. I don't like Calgary,
not like Ottawa.”

I was taken aback. I searched my memory and urgent questions
surged through my mind: “Was I forgetting? Did I know this
man? Had I really patronized a barber shop know as “Tony’s” on
Wellington Street? Even though I have had my hair cut by the
same barber on Rideau Street for more than 20 years, was there
an occasion when I had to attend another barber? Could it be
that I was losing my memory?”

So convincing was the approach of this stranger that he had me
doubting my sanity. “Well,” I replied weakly, “I still think you
may be making a mistake. But are you back working for Tony?”
My question was posed only to give me time to continue
searching my memory and to restore my wits.

“Yes,” he replied. “I start Monday. I had terrible time in
Calgary. 1 llgse everything. My home, my money - everything.
So I come back”. He gestured toward his mouth. “You got few
dollars for your old friend to buy sandwich? Have not had
anything all day.”

Still somewhat off balance about the accuracy of my memory and
somewhat fearful that I might be doing him a disservice, I
reached into my pocket for two dollars, which I held out to him.
He looked with some disdain at my offer, and spying another
“loonie” in my hand, he grabbed the three dollars and pocketed
them, mumbling somethinE like “Not even enough for sandwich”,
and he was gone. No thanks, no good-byes.

It was only then, as I resumed my walk, that humiliation and
embarrassment overcame me. It was a sting! I had been taken!
The whole incident had consumed only a couple of minutes, and
I berated myself for doubting the accuracy of my memory - a key
assumption the stranger had made in sharpening his strategy to
catch me off balance. %ereviewed every detail of the encounter
and I confess that I was seized by a sneaking admiration for his
gkill in devising the scenario and executing 1t so skillfully.

But I could have done without paying three dollars for the
sleasure of his company, even though I was somewhat mollified
y the realization that as “stings” go, this was a relatively minor

one, from a financial point of view. What bothered me more,

perhaps, was the knowledge that somewhere in Ottawa the
stranger was still chuckling over my demonstrated gullibility
and naivete.

Much as it grieves me to recollect the details of this brief
encounter, I have committed the experience to writing in the
hope that my fellow residents in the west-end will be more alert
and perceptive that I was. Beware of strangers claiming to have
clipped your hair in order to clip you!!

This is a true account of an incident that happened to a
Champlain Park resident.
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SUNDAY MUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7 8 10
Playgrou Playgroup Aerobics Class ||Playgroup
9:30-11:30 a.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. 7.8 p.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Fabric Flea
Social Group meets at ||Fly Fishi — T Market at
Fieldhouse 210 4pm |(7:00 pm T'ai Chi fo S Fieldhouse
Aerobics Class 8:10-9:15 p.m. ||>:302m. 10 to 3
7-8 p.m. = ||Children’s Step
Dancing 4 to
5:30 p.m.
1 1 12 Playgroup 1 3 1 4 1 5
9:30-11:30 a.m. Playgroup Aerobics Class Playgroup
Social Group meets at §]9:30-11:30 a.m. 7-8 p.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Field, y T asts L SRl D
Mother’s || 2iotpm | den Club ok 2 Nature Walk
Aerobics Class Meeting 7pm 18:10-9:15 p.m.
Day 7-8 p.m. s Ok e 9:30 a.m.
. g All Candidates 5 F
g o0 pn kst Pl Children’s Step
IPD Traffic Meeting Dancing 4 to
Park PS 7 p.m. g
Dovercourt 7:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22
Playgroup Plagyeaip Tai Chi Playgroup
9:30-11:30 a.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. 8:10-9:15 p.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. St John Ambulance
Social Group meets at ||Fly Fishing Nature Walk 9:30 Open House
Fieldhouse 2to4pm §|7:00 p.m a.m. 439 Churchill Ave.
Children’s Step
. Dancing 4 to 5:30 p.m.
ViCtorla Annual General
Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Day at Fieldhouse
25 26 27 28 9 31
Playgroup Playgroup Tai Chi Playgroup Garden Club
i iy 9:30-11:30 a.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. 8:10-0:15 p.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. g::dnf‘i;:cl:::: ;
Walking ?ﬁﬁf.&“‘é o Nature Walk 10:00 till noon.
Tour e g 9:30 a.m. o
Parkdale Traffic Mig. SR e
Hintonburg CC Dancing 4 to — 22t
7:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. agoal
1 2 3 4 5
Playgrou Playgroup Playgroup
9:33-11138 a.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m. 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Social Group meets at o
[Fieldhouse 2to 4 pm F;‘Zgwhlng Nature Walk
— SID Y 9:30 a.m.
Holland Traffic Mtg. e e Tl
Hintonburg CC Children’s Step
7:30 p.m. Z
Dancing 4 to
5:30 p.m.

***Playgroup will run every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

***Aerobics Class Monday & Wednesday evenings, 7-8 p.m. for 19 weeks, Jan. 6 to May 14, 1997.

***Tai Chi Classes Wednesday evenings, 8:10-9:15 p.m. for 10 weeks, Mar 26 to May 28, 1997.
***Children’s Step Dancing 4 to 5:30 p.m. for 12 weeks, April 3 to Jun 19, 1997.

TO ADD ITEMS NEXT
MONTH - CALL 729-5439




