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Coyote expert will be first guest in City’s Wildlife Speakers’ Series

Ottawa — Dr. Stan Gehrt, world renowned wildlife ecologist from Ohio State University, will provide insight on
how people in urban and rural developments can coexist with coyotes, at the first event of the City’s Wildlife
Speakers’ Series at 7 p.m. on Friday, February 28, at Ben Franklin Place (101 Centrepointe Drive).

Dr. Gehrt is the lead investigator in the Cook County Coyote Project, which has been studying the coyote
population in the greater Chicago metropolitan area since 2000. This project has led to many interesting
discoveries about how coyotes behave in different settings, and how they interact with humans and other
animals.

Dr. Gehrt will share his extensive knowledge and experience to provide a better understanding of coyotes —
including how and why they live in settled areas. He will also show how residents can avoid problems with
coyotes, such as taking simple preventative measures around their properties.

In addition to the presentation, information booths will also be on-hand for residents to acquire more information
on Ottawa’s wildlife and natural environment. These booths will be on display from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

The City will hold three more events in the Wildlife Speakers’ Series this year. The series is intended to increase
residents’ knowledge and appreciation of wildlife and promote coexistence through understanding and respect.

The next event is planned for April on the topic of Backyard Biodiversity. For more information on the coyote
presentation, visit ottawa.ca.
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